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Please hold, we will begin shortly. Thank you for your 
patience and for muting your microphone. 

Rush Creek Project
FERC Project No. 1389

Initial Study Report Meeting

November 9, 2023
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Welcome and Introductions
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Introductions

Relicensing Team

Matthew Woodhall, SCE Licensing Manager

Martin Ostendorf, SCE Senior Manager

Seth Carr, SCE Senior Supervisor, Generation-Operations and 
Maintenance

Matthew Paruolo, SCE Government Relations Manager

Audry Williams, SCE Cultural Technical Lead

Ed Bianchi, Stantec Project Director

Patricia Sussman, Stantec Project Manager



Name Role/Resource

Craig Addley (Kleinschmidt)
Jennifer Hammond (Stantec)
Robyn Smith (Janelle Nolan & Associates Environmental Consulting)

Aquatics
AQ-1, AQ-2, AQ-3, AQ-4, AQ-5, 
AQ-6, AQ-7

Crystal West (Stantec)
James Clark (Statistical Research, Inc.)
Scott Thompson (Statistical Research, Inc.)
Michael Lerch (Michael K. Lerch & Associates)

Cultural and Tribal
CUL-1, CUL-2, TRI-1

Patricia Sussman (Stantec)
Patrick Kester (Stantec-GSA)

Land (Aesthetics and Noise)
LAND-1, LAND-2

Patricia Sussman (Stantec) Recreation
REC-1

Janelle Nolan (Janelle Nolan & Associates Environmental Consulting)
Robyn Smith (Janelle Nolan & Associates Environmental Consulting)

Terrestrial (Botanical and 
Wildlife)
TERR-1, TERR-2

4

Consultant Team Technical Leads



Stakeholder 
Introductions
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Safety Moment
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Meeting Tips



• Please remain on mute unless called on

• Turn off camera

• Meeting materials are available on Project 
website www.sce.com/rushcreek 

• Consider shutting down other background 
programs for best meeting audio/viewing quality
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Meeting Tips 

http://www.sce.com/rushcreek


To submit a question/ 
comment in writing:

• Utilize the chat feature 
during the presentation 
to submit questions/ 
comments

• Questions submitted via 
the chat feature will be 
answered at the end of 
each agenda topic, as 
time allows
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Meeting Tips



To submit a question/comment verbally:

• Use the “Raise Hand” feature to indicate you would like 
to ask a question verbally

• Please wait to be called on and then unmute yourself

– Introduce yourself (name and affiliation) prior to speaking

• Please stay on topic
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Meeting Tips 



• Meeting Purpose

• Initial Study Report

• Relicensing Process and Schedule

• Technical Study Plan Implementation

• Key Contacts

• Adjourn
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Agenda



Meeting Purpose 

• Provide an update on overall study plan 
implementation and any proposals to modify 
ongoing studies or conduct new studies.

‒ Presentations on each Technical Study Plan will cover:

• Completed Study Elements/Data Collected 

• Technical Working Group Consultation

• Technical Study Plan Variances

• Outstanding Study Elements

• Proposed Modifications (none)

• Proposed New Studies (none)
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Initial Study Report

• Initial Study Report filed on Oct 26, 2023

• Initial Study Report components:

‒ Cover Letter

‒ Attachment A – Distribution List

‒ Attachment B – TSP Implementation Summary

‒ Attachment C – TSP Implementation Schedule

• Available for download: 

‒ www.sce.com/rushcreek 

‒ www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/elibrary.asp
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http://www.sce.com/rushcreek
https://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/elibrary.asp


Technical Study Implementation
 Initial Study Report (Attachment B)
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Technical Study Implementation
  Initial Study Report (Attachment C)
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Relicensing Process 

and Schedule

16 Southern California Edison



Relicensing Process Overview
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NOI/PAD 
Submittal

Dec 16, 2021

License Condition
Collaboration
2024-2025

Study Implementation
Ongoing 

Oct 2022-Oct 2024

FERC NEPA 
Analysis

2025-2026

401 Water Quality
Certification

New License Order
January 2027

KT22 AT PALISADES SKI RESORT

Integrated Licensing Process Steps

Recommendations, 
Terms and Conditions

Study Plan 
Determination
Oct 26, 2022

FERC Scoping
Feb 14, 2022

Final License 
Application
Submittal

Jan 31, 2025



Relicensing Process and Schedule 
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FERC Regulation
18 CFR §

Responsible Party Action Date Completed

5.11(a) SCE Filed Proposed Study Plan May 26, 2022

5.13 FERC Filed Revised Study Plan Sep 23, 2022

5.13 FERC Study Plan Determination Oct 26, 2022

5.15(a) SCE Conducted First Study Season summer/fall 2023

5.15(c)(1) SCE Filed Initial Study Report Oct 26, 2023

5.15(c)(2) SCE Conduct Initial Study Report Meeting Nov 9, 2023

5.15(c)(3) SCE File Initial Study Report Meeting Summary Nov 26, 2023

5.15(c)(4) Stakeholders/FERC File Disagreements/Requests to Amend Study Plan Dec 26, 2023

5.15(c)(6) FERC
Issue Director's Determination on 
Disagreements/Amendments 

Feb 24, 2024

5.15(a) SCE Conduct Second Study Season summer/fall 2024

5.15(f) SCE File Updated Study Report Oct 26, 2024



Technical Study Implementation
 Stakeholder Engagement 
• TSR distributed to stakeholders 

‒ Feb and Mar 2024

• 90-day review and comment period

• SCE will conduct TWG meetings (by resource 
area) to discuss/review study results

• SCE will also be available during TWG meetings 
to discuss stakeholder requests for study 
modifications and/or need for new studies

• Any stakeholder changes or study disputes 
after stakeholder discussion will be filed with 
FERC
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Technical Study Plan 
Implementation 
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Technical Study Implementation
15 Technical Study Plans approved by FERC
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Aquatic Resources

AQ-1 Instream Flow

AQ-2 Hydrology

AQ-3 Water Temperature

AQ-4 Water Quality

AQ-5 Geomorphology

AQ-6 Fish Population and Barriers

AQ-7 Special-status Amphibians

Cultural and Tribal Resources

CUL-1 Built Environment

CUL-2 Archaeology

TRI-1 Tribal Resources

Land Resources

LAND-1 Aesthetics

LAND-2 Noise

Terrestrial Resources

TERR-1 Botanical

TERR-2 Wildlife

Recreation Resources

REC-1 Recreation Resources



Project Area
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Technical Study Implementation
 Data Collection 

• Study Plan Determination October 2022 
precluding field work until 2023 due to high 
elevation of the Project and limited road access.

• Field studies were delayed in 2023 due to record 
snowpack and prolonged high runoff. 

‒ Most studies were delayed until late July /early 
August  2023

‒ Aquatic-related studies did not commence until mid-
August/early September 2023 and are continuing 
into November

‒ Waugh Lake did not drain sufficiently this year to 
commence most lakebed studies
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Technical Study Implementation
 Data Collection 
• Data collection deferred to summer/fall 2024 

includes:

‒ AQ-1 (instream flow) and AQ5 (geomorphology)

• evaluation of potential Rush Creek channel restoration 
in the former lakebed of Waugh Lake

• fine sediment deposition  in Waugh Lake

‒ LAND-2 (noise) 

• June and August characterization of the ambient noise 
environment

‒ TERR-2 (wildlife) 

• raptor nest surveys

• bat roost and acoustic surveys

25



Aquatic Resources 

• AQ-1 Instream Flow

• AQ-2 Hydrology

• AQ-3 Water Temperature

• AQ-4 Water Quality

• AQ-5 Geomorphology

• AQ-6 Fish Population and Barriers

• AQ-7 Special Status Amphibians 
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Technical Study Implementation
 Initial Study Report
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Source: JNA-Consulting 2023
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Break – 5 minutes



Cultural/Tribal Resources

• CUL-1 Built Environment

• CUL-2 Archaeology

• TRI-1 Tribal Resources

31



32

Source: Statistical Research, Inc. 2023



Technical Study Implementation
 Initial Study Report
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Source: Statistical Research, Inc. 2023



LAND

• LAND-1 Aesthetics

• LAND-2 Noise
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Technical Study Implementation
 Initial Study Report
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Source: Stantec 2023
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Source: Stantec 2023



RECREATION

• REC-1 Recreation Resources 

39



Technical Study Implementation
 Initial Study Report

40



TERRESTRIAL RESOURCES

• TERR-1 Botanical

• TERR-2 Wildlife
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Source: JNA-Consulting 2023



43

Source: JNA-Consulting 2023



Technical Study Implementation
 Initial Study Report

44



Initial Study Report
  Process per FERC ILP Regulations 
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SCE

Conduct
Meeting
11-9-23

SCE

File Meeting 
Summary
11-26-23

FERC

If No 
Disagreements 

are Filed, 
Approve any 

Proposed 
Amendments

12-26-23

FERC

Resolve 
Disagreement 

and Amend 
Approved Study 

Plan
2-24-24

FERC and 
Stakeholders

File 
Disagreement 
with Meeting 

Summary
12-26-2023

FERC, SCE, and 
Stakeholders

File 
Responses
1-25-2024

SCE

File Initial 
Study Report

10-26-23

18 CFR §5.15(c)



Where to Get Information: 

Register online to be notified via email of new filings and 
issuances related to the Rush Creek Project

- www.ferc.gov/esubscribenow.htm 

Access documents filed related to the Rush Creek Project

‒ FERC’s eLibrary:  https://www.ferc.gov/ferc-

online/elibrary

- SCE’s relicensing website: www.sce.com/rushcreek 

Submit comments at:

- FERC’s eFiling: 
https://ferconline.ferc.gov/QuickComment.aspx
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http://www.ferc.gov/esubscribenow.htm
https://www.ferc.gov/ferc-online/elibrary
https://www.ferc.gov/ferc-online/elibrary
http://www.sce.com/rushcreek
https://ferconline.ferc.gov/QuickComment.aspx


Name Role/Resource E-mail Phone

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

Quinn Emmering Project Coordinator & 
Wildlife Biologist

quinn.emerging.@ferc.gov (202) 502-6382

Southern California Edison

Matt Woodhall Generation-
Regulatory Support 
Services

matthew.woodhall@sce.com (626) 302-9596 
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Key Contact Information

mailto:quinn.emerging.@ferc.gov
mailto:Matthew.Woodhall@sce.com
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